
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ready,  Ste
 

From DG Frank O’Donoghue 

 

Forgotten Children and LCIF  

 

 
 
We are approaching the end of the current 

Lions year, which commenced on July 1st 

2018 and runs until June 30th 2019. Clubs are 

finalizing their officers for the new Lions 

year and club secretaries are submitting the 

details to the Lions International 

Administrative Website, MyLCI. As only 

35% of clubs have submitted this 

information, I urge clubs to finalise their 

decisions on officers and to ensure that this 

information is submitted to Lions 

International. It is also important to ensure 

that e-mail addresses and phone numbers are 

accurate as this is the source of the date for 

the District 133 Directory 2019-20. 

There are two other items that I wish to draw 

to the attention of clubs. These relate to two 

major appeals that have been launched in 

Autumn 2018 and both have been 

communicated to clubs on a number of 

occasions.  

The Forgotten Children Campaign is 

focused on supporting the education of 

Syrian children in refugee camps in the 

Lebanon. Lions who attended the Area 

Conventions or the District Convention 

heard the presentation on the work 

undertaken to date and the recommendation 

that our district would commit to support the 

education programme with €25,000 per 

annum for the next five years. This amounts 

to approximately €10 per Lion member and 

the recommendation unanimously approved 

by Convention is that clubs would be 

encouraged to support this appeal on the 

basis of the number of members. Thus a club 

with 15 members will contribute €150 for 

the first year.  

The need for this support is NOW and I 

appeal to all clubs who have yet to 

contribute to please submit their contribution 

before the end of June. Clubs are welcome to 

contribute more than the equivalent of €10 

per head and /or contribute the five year  
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amount as a single contribution.  I wish to 

thank the 31 clubs who have already 

contributed a total of €12,750.  

 

District LCIF officer Terence, has introduced 

the new LCIF Appeal ‘Campaign 100’ at 

Area Conventions and also District 

Convention. This new appeal has set 

ambitions targets to enable our Lions Clubs 

International Foundation [LCIF] to 

significantly step up the level of support we 

provide worldwide through LCIF. Lions 

Clubs in Ireland have a very proud record in 

supporting our foundation; through 

programme such as ‘SightFirst’, appeals to 

provide support to victims of natural 

disasters and initiatives such as measles 

eradication.  

 

I am confident that Lions clubs Ireland will 

again respond generously. The literature that 

has been circulated by PDG Terence gives 

guidance on the different targets that clubs 

can set for themselves. Again June is the end 

of the first year of this LCIF Appeal and I 

encourage clubs to give it  support. 

Contributions to both appeals should be 

made to the District Treasurer and please 

indicate the amount for each appeal. 

 
Frank O’Donoghue 

District Governor 

 

 

 
 

 

Trabolgan Ready to Go 

 

 
 

The coaches are hired, the bags are packed 

and the ‘Bus Bingo’ is organised as Lions 

Clubs throughout District 133 prepare to 

host more than 600 guests at the Lions Clubs 

Trabolgan Holiday 2019. 

 

Prepartions at the East Cork holiday estate 

are almost complete with project officer 

Donal Browning and his team attending to 

every detail to ensure that guests receive a 

‘Céad Míle Fáilte’. 

 

The first major operation of the week will 

involve the distribution of groceries to every 

house on the estate. The goods will arrive by 

truck on Friday and a team will begin 

distribution in the afternoon. 

 

Meanwhile Lion Paddy Cahill has once 

again assembled a programme of non-stop 

entertainment which includes music, singing, 

dancing and a programme of competitions. 

The  annual Fancy Dress Competition will 



take place out of doors this year in order to 

allow all competitors to have plenty of time 

to demonstrate their fabulous costumes. 

Expect also new features in the Cecil Vard 

Talent Competition including a special 

surprise for finalists. 

Says project chairman Donal Browning: ‘One 

of the great attractions of the annual Lions 

Holiday is that it allows the guests to network 

with their peers. They tell us that they really 

enjoy meeting people of their own age, 

exchanging anecdotes and their life 

experiences. In Trabolgan they can be 

completely themselves in a very safe and 

cared-for environment, where all of their 

entertainment and activity’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Ambassador Upgrade 

Proposed 

 
Lion Brian O’Keeffe is seeking the 

views pf Lions Club members on some 

proposed changes the Young 

Ambassador competition. 

 

 

 
 

The current arrangements provide for 

competitions at Club and Zone levels, 

with the winner at Zone level 

progressing to the District Finals 

(generally in late January) to select our 

District Young Ambassador. The 

winner at District level participates in 

the MD105 Finals weekend (late 

February) in the UK to gain 

international experience and then 

represents the District at the European 

Finals at the EUROPA Forum in 

October. 



 

Our District has been very successful 

in the European Competition, with 

winners in 2015 (Orla Jackman) and 

2018 (Darren McDonald). This reflects 

the very high quality of the young 

people put forward by Clubs and Zones 

throughout the District. However, 

while the standard remains very high, 

the participation in the programme by 

clubs and zones within the district is 

somewhat “patchy”. Some zones have 

a number of clubs that participate, 

while others have none. However, our 

current structure only provides for a 

maximum of one competitor per zone 

progressing to the District Final. One 

of the effects of this is that very high 

quality candidates in zones with 

multiple entrants may be eliminated at 

an early stage and, consequently, not 

have the opportunity to develop their 

project and their presentation skills. A 

further effect is that the number of 

candidates coming forward to the 

District Finals is dictated by the 

number of zones participating, rather 

than the number of clubs that have 

candidates. This can lead to a situation 

where the District Final has only a 

small number of competitors. 

 

In order to address the particular 

difficulties presented by our current 

competition structures, consideration is 

being given to eliminating the Zone 

Finals from the structure and having all 

club winners/representatives go 

straight to the District Finals. This 

would increase the pool of finalists and 

ensure that all club winners are given 

the opportunity to present their projects 

at a district level.  Currently, the 

district winner, as part of the prize, is 

sponsored (flights and camp fee) by 

District on a Youth Camp and 

Exchange in Europe in the summer 

following their win. In conjunction 

with the structural change mentioned 

above, it is also proposed to provide 

(subject to final cabinet approval) 

similar youth Camp and Exchange 

sponsorship to three other 

finalists.  One of these would be 

chosen by each of the three judges 

based on their own background (the 

judges come from the education, 

commercial and community sectors) 

and their assessment of the candidate 

who would benefit most from the 

experience. 

Lions are invited to comment on these 

proposed changes by contacting Brian 

O’Keeffe, Young Ambassador Officer, 

District 133 (Ireland) 086 2469677 

 

 

 

 



Anti-Bullying Forum 

 
Professor James O'Higgins Norman 

has invited Lions to attend for one day 

Wednesday 5th June 2019, at the 

World Anti-Bullying Forum which is 

being held in Ireland for the first time 

at Dublin City University, Glasnevin, 

Dublin. 

To secure a place please go to 

:https://confpartners.eventsair.com/wab

f-2019/vod-reg   
 

 

Lion on Council 

 

 
Mary Rose Desmond, a former Leo 

District President and currently first 

vice president of Cork Lions Club 

made history after becoming the first 

sitting county councillor to be elected 

in the newly-expanded Cork City 

Council. 

She was elected on the sixth count in 

the Cork South-East local electoral 

area (LEA), receiving 2,294 votes.  

Her father was a member of Cork 

Lions Club and her brother, Pat, is the 

current club president.  

 

 
 

 
 

DG Visits Cashel 

 

 
 

Cashel Lions President, Eddie Morrissey, 

makes a presentation to District Governor, 

Frank O'Donoghue.. 

 

District Governor Frank O'Donoghue paid a 

visit to Cashel Lions Club on May 28. He 

met the officers  before the monthly meeting 

following which he, and his wife, Elaine, 

attended the meeting. At  the conclusion of 

the business he addressed the members 

expressing his surprise that Cashel was the 

fourth oldest club in the District, having 

been founded in 1961 after Dublin, Belfast 
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and Cork. He praised the club for having 

their annual activities printed on the back of 

the meeting agenda. He spoke about 

membership issues and the need to look 

outside the club's membership circle for new 

recruits. He suggested the club should 

consider linking the Lions Youth Camps 

with the Young Ambassador award and 

encouraged the club to support the Carers 

Weekend and the Children's Camp in 

Lebanon. At the end of the meeting he was 

made a presentation by President, Eddie 

Morrissey, who, in turn was presented with 

the District Governor's banner. 

 
 

Tesco Collection Dates 

 

 
 

Lion Joe Smith has received confirmation 

from Tesco that Lions Clubs can hold a 

bucket collection in the following stores on 

two different weekends in October.   

Details are: 

Fri & Sat 11th & 12th Oct  

· Ballinamore , Ballybeg,  Cashel, Clonmel 

Extra , Douglas Extra , Mitchelstown,  

Polyberry , Thurles, Tipperary, Mallow, 

Nenagh , Tullamore Square Extra, Ballina , 

Ballinrobe , Carrick on Shannon, Castlebar, 

Galway, Golden Island,  Letterkenny Square, 

Oranmore, Roscommon, Sligo, Swinford, 

Wesport ,Bray, Carlow Square, New Ross, 

Newbridge, Wexford Extra, Wicklow, 

Celbridge, Edenderry, Maynooth Extra, 

Mullingar, Navan, Baileborough, 

Bettystown, Drogheda Extra, Finglas 

Clearwater, Rush, Santry, Swords Holywell 

 

Friday 18th & Saturday 19th October  

Paul St Cork, Ardkeen, Cashel, Lisduggan, 

Mitchelstown, Thurles, Abbeyfeale, Arthurs 

Quay, Coonagh,  Killarney Par, Kilrush, 

Mallow, Newcastle West, Roscrea, Roxboro, 

Tralee Manor, Cavan, Claremorris, Arklow 

Extra,  Ballybrack, Bloomfield, Dundrum 

Town Centre, Gorey, Greystones (Friday 

18th Oct Only,  Liffey Valley, Nutgrove, 

Rathfarnham, Tallaght, Balbriggan Extra, 

Blanchardstown, Clarehall Extra (Sat 19th 

Oct Only), Dundalk, Finglas Clearwater,  

Longwalk, Monaghan, Santry, Swords 

Holywell. 

 

Clubs are asked to contact the Tesco stores 

in their area as soon as possible and confirm 

that they will be collecting on the allocated 

dates.  Clubs who are not in a position to 

take part in the collection should inform 

Lion Joe Smith as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Lion and the Birdie 

 

 
 

Leo the adorable Lion getting in some 

practice for the upcoming 

Wicklow and District Lions Club Annual 

Golf Classic. 

This is the main fundraising event in the 

local Lions calendar and the 

members are hoping for big support on the 

7th June in Blainroe Golf 

Club for a wonderful day of golfing in 

wonderful scenic surroundings. 

 

Bray Golf 

 
Bray Lions Club is organising a charity golf 

outing at Bray Golf Club on Friday June 

28th.  The format of the golf will be a 

Fourball Scramble.  Tee-Times will be from 

2pm-3.30pm and there will be a meal in the 

club house afterwards. Tee times can be 

booked by contacting Tony Foran at 

tony.foran@interpay.ie 

 
 

Midleton Sings 
 

Midleton Lions Club and Midleton 

Male Voice Choir under a joint 

partnership visited Kinsale where the 

choir  participated in a choral 

event  which raised funds for Headway 

Brain injury charity.  Midleton Male 

Voice are friends of Midleton Lions 

and rehearse in the Lion's building 

complex at 'Roxoboro House'. Lions 

President Martin Walsh, current chair 

of Midleton Male Voice Choir and 

Frank Houlihan, Lions treasurer is also 

a choir member.They are pictured with 

musical director Mary Walsh.  

The feedback on the 

choir’s performance was very positive 

and it has been invited to return to St. 

Multose Church Kinsale for in 2020. 

 

 
 

 

 



$11,000 for ‘Forgotten Children’ 
Since the District Convention in March, 

approximately $11,000 has been 

contributed by clubs to the Forgotten 

Children Appeal, (Syrian children in the 

Lebanese Safe Centres) almost half of 

the annual required amount to fund our 

commitment to this project.  

In addition Clubs have contributed 

almost $8,000 to LCIF, primarily 

towards the cyclone disasters in 

Mozambique, but which goes towards 

our Campaign 100 Appeal. This is a 

long way short of what is anticipated by 

LCIF. 

 

Carrick on Suir 50th 
 

President John McNamara of Carrick on 

Suir Lions Club  invites  fellow  Lions 

to attend a special Charter Dinner on 

June 15th at Carraig Hotel Carrick on 

Suir to celebrate 50 years of service to 

our local community .  

Tickets available from 

Stephanie  Keating at 087/110085 

 

 

 

Sing at Trabolgan 

 
A rousing rendition of ‘Sing with the Lions’ 

is planned for the conclusion of the Lions 

Senior Citizens Holiday at Trabolgan. 

Already performed by composer Lion Sean 

Olohan at the 2018 International Convention 

in Las Vegas, the song has a catchy chorus 

which Lions travelling to Trabolgan are 

encouraged to learn and perhaps entice some 

of their guests to also sing along. 

Words and music have been distributed to all 

Lions Clubs. 

 
 

 
 

The words of the chorus are: 

Reach out we’ll be there like we have from 

the start 

And the end of each day keep our song in 

your heart 

No matter what country no matter what 

divide 

Sing with the Lions sing out with pride 

Lions will be there always close by your side 

 

 

At end of final chorus: 

Sing with the Lions-sing out strong – sing 

with the Lions- serve with a song 

Sing with the Lions-sing out strong – sing 

with the Lions-we serve with a song 

 



Dun Laoghaire plans 50th 

 

 
Fifty years since the inception of Dun 

Laoghaire Lions Club, President Eamon 

Teehan and membership sponsor Lion Larry 

Lohan welcome new member Lion Catriona 

Fogarty who was inducted at a March 

meeting of the Club 

 

 

Dun Laoghaire Lions Club celebrates 50 

years of service to the local community this 

year. President Eamon Teehan invites fellow 

Lions to attend the special anniversary 

Charter Dinner on Friday 7th June at the Royal 

Marine Hotel Dun Laoghaire. 

 

An auction and raffle will be held on the night 

in aid of Seán Cox, the Liverpool FC fan from 

Dunboyne who suffered life-changing 

injuries in a vicious and unprovoked attack 

prior to a Champions League match at 

Anfield last year. 

 

President Eamon says: ‘We would be 

delighted to see you on the night but if you are 

unable to attend you might consider making a 

donation to our fund-raising effort on behalf 

of Seán and his family’. 

 

Tickets for the formal dress dinner and 

reception are available from Club Secretary 

Lion Paddy Fitzgibbon, email 

paddyfitzg@gmail.com, price €50. 

 

Grant Deadline Extended  
The Service Grant Initiative deadline has now 

been extended to June 30. That means Lions 

Clubs have nine more weeks to recruit new 

members and qualify for this grant 

opportunity.  

Here is how the service grant works: 

• Add new members between April 1 and 

June 30 

• Clubs will have the opportunity to 

receive a special grant for all new Lions 

reported during between April 1 and 

June 30. 

• Apply for a grant beginning in July 

Officers of eligible clubs will receive the 

application via email in July to apply for a 

Service Grant for New Members, which 

awards a total of US$35 for each new member 

in two instalments on December 31, 2019 and 

June 30, 2020 club statements if new 

members stay active. Clubs become eligible 

to apply by adding new members who pay 

entrance fees between April 1 and June 30. 

Funds should be used to plan activities that 

will engage new members in service so they 

have a great on-boarding experience in your 

club. 
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 Your Newsletter 

You can support your District Newsletter by: 

Sending us text and jpeg images of news 

about your club (NO pdfs please). 

Making sure your information reaches us by 

9am on Friday mornings.  

 

Reading the ‘Guide to Writing for the District 

Newsletter’ on the District 133 Website 

(www.lionsclubsireland.ie) 

Send your stories and images to 

fcorr100@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…That’s all for this week 
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